
Call to Action: Strengthening Tree Seed Systems for Resilient and Inclusive Forest 
Restoration in Asia and the Pacific 

The Asia-Pacific Forest Genetic Resources Programme (APFORGEN) calls upon governments, 
development partners, and restoration practitioners to prioritize the strengthening of tree seed systems 
as a foundation for achieving national and regional goals on forest restoration, biodiversity 
conservation, and sustainable livelihoods. 

Despite major investments in forest and landscape restoration over the past decade, success and 
sustainability remain constrained by a lack of diverse, high-quality, and well-adapted tree seeds, 
seedlings and other planting materials. Neglecting seed origin undermines the resilience of restored 
ecosystems and overlooks opportunities to develop value chains that engage indigenous peoples, local 
communities, and small enterprises in seed production and restoration delivery. Due to species biology, 
improving capacity for seed production takes years, and so investments are needed now if the national, 
regional and global restoration targets for 2030 are to be met. 

To achieve healthy, biodiverse and productive forests that can thrive under changing environmental 
conditions, we urge countries and regional partners to: 

1. Build the infrastructure and data systems needed for adaptive seed sourcing to support 
climate-resilient restoration, including information on climate change impacts on species and 
target landscapes, dynamic seed zone maps and phenology monitoring systems 

2. Support the development and use of evidence-based species selection frameworks and 
decision-support tools to align local restoration objectives with the right species, genetic 
diversity, and adaptive traits 

3. Establish and maintain public registries of seed sources and suppliers to strengthen seed value 
chains by improving producers’ access to markets and customers’ access to suitably adapted 
quality seed 

4. Enable equitable participation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities in seed supply 
chains, including through accessible registration of seed sources on private and communal 
lands, support for local seed and seedling producer networks, and recognition of local ecological 
knowledge 

5. Promote supportive policy and legislative frameworks that create consistent demand for 
quality native seed through restoration regulations, seed quality standards, and public 
procurement policies while promoting inclusivity 

6. Foster regional collaboration on research, capacity building, and digital innovation to 
strengthen tree seed systems, to accelerate learning and delivery of restoration targets. 

Strengthening tree seed systems will improve the outcomes of restoration, enhance species 
conservation, generate livelihood opportunities, and ensure that forest restoration contributes 
effectively to the Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework targets. 

 

About APFORGEN: The Asia-Pacific Forest Genetic Resources Programme (APFORGEN) is a regional network of 15 
countries dedicated to conserving, restoring, and sustainably managing forest and tree genetic resources since 
2003. Through its network of genetics experts, forestry professionals and funding partners, APFORGEN shares 
knowledge and good practices, implements multi-country research and development projects, operates a Regional 
Training Centre and serves as a one stop-centre on forest genetic resources information and initiatives in the Asia-
Pacific. 

This Call to Action was prepared by APFORGEN in consultation with participants of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Week 
2025, with contributions from institutions and experts from 19 countries across the Asia-Pacific region. 


