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Why do seed quality
and origin matter in
FLR?

Seed quality and origin affect the
survival, growth, productivity,
ecosystem services and adaptive
capacity of the restored forests =
delivery of benefits to land users

Projects often see the sourcing of
seeds and seedlings as a technical and
straightforward task

BUT: required material of the selected
species is not always available when
needed, especially for tropical trees




Global survey:
Capacities and capacity
needs for tree seed
supply for FLR

Covers aspects of seed
quality, supply chains and
enabling environment

Respondents: FLR projects,
seed & seedling suppliers,
other FLR experts
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Online survey in Sept — Oct
2022

159 responses worldwide
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What problems (if any) do you have What problems (if any) do you have

with seed sources? with seed and seedling markets?
e ' Not at all Mild to moderate m Severe to very severe Not at all Mild to moderate = Severe to very severe
i Seed sources are 10 45 45 Lack of materla.l of 34 57
&4 degraded or fragmented preferred species
¢ e :
Lack of seed sources of 14 45 41 Material is not available g 46 46
b preferred species when needed
Lack of seed sources of . 51 23 Criteria for selecting >4 36 41
preferred provenance or... parent trees are unknown
Lack of information on 51 45 24 Origin of available 19 4 29

seed source locations material is unknown

Lack of rights to access Overall lack of
23 46 31 . -
seed sources propagation material in...

15 49 36

Available’'materialiis
expensive

Overall lack of seed
sources

17 56 27 12 56 32
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Have you done any of the following to
overcome problems with tree seed
availability or quality?

Never to rarely Sometimes Often to always

’ Restore smaller area than planned 38 33 30

Restore the same site again

because of poor growth or survival =7 33 29

Use fewer species than planned 34 39 28

Increase budget for seed supply 38 35 27

Delay restoration activities 41 33 26

Use different species than planned 32 43 26

Abandon the site



Which resources for FLR planning are
available in your country, beyond
individual projects?

yes mno m|don't know

Maps of seed zones or regions of
provenance

32

Regulations on establishing and

. 39
Managing tree seed sources

Registry of seed sources 37

Registry of tree seed or seedling

: 38
suppliers

Propagation guidelines for key FLR
species

39

Information on how climate change is

affecting key ecosystems and species... 2




If available, to what extent do you
use these resources in your work?

Not at all Used somewhat Used a lot

Maps of seed zones or regions of

provenance 2 « Not easily

: L accessible: 32%
Regulations on establishing and

Mmanaging tree seed sources I « Not up to date:
25%

» Lacking
information on
Registry of seed sources target species or

areas:. 25%

Registry of tree seed or seedling

: 18
suppliers

Propagation guidelines for key
FLR species

Information on how climate
change is affecting key...




Seed zone map for Bangladesh
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Lack of information on where and how to

obtain seeds and seedlings for restoration s
result in delays, cost increases and ‘
compromises in restoration efforts globally

Snl;har

Guidelines, tools and information systems on

tree seed availability, quality and origin are

crucial to support restoration practitioners’
work, but currently widely lacking

Kolkata

Developing such resources to assist
restoration planning is urgent if the national
targets during the UN Decade on Ecosystem

Restoration are to be met
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Thank you.
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