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Current (2006) forest area is estimated at 158 652.59 sq. km or 30.92% of the 
country’s land area. 

In situ conservation – national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, forest parks, non-
hunting area, and bioshere reserve. 

Ex situ conservation – plantation stands, genebanks, clone banks, gene 
conservation plots, botanical gardens and arboreta, tree improvement plots, 
clone banks, progeny tests, provenance trials, clonal tests and seed orchards 
with more than 30 species. The main species are Tectona grandis, Pinus spp., 
Eucalyptus and Acacia. 

Challenges
• Update FGR status including finding out better 

germplasm
• Extensively support better germplasm to tree farmers
• Establish network/partnership between stakeholders 
• Share knowledge and germplasm within regional 

networks 

In situ in the form of national park Seed orchard of Teak (Tectona grandis)

Plus tree selection (Tectona grandis) 

Seed orchard of Acacia mangium

Progeny test of Eucalyptus urophylla

Forest Genetic Resources Conservation
and Management Programme
(FORGENMAP 2002) formulated
several priority actions for the
conservation of FGR of indigenous tree
species in Thailand, for example
studying the status of in situ and ex situ
conservation, strategies of FGR
conservation, and research needs
regarding some of the priority species.

Target to increase forest cover to 40%
of land area: protected forests for
nature conservation, recreation and
environmental protection (25%), and
economic forests for production of
timber and non-timber goods (15%).

Thailand National Forestry Policy 

1. Establish long term guidelines for environmental protection, and harmonized utilization 
of forest resources and other natural resources 

2. Promote role and responsibility sharing among various government agencies and the 
private sector

3. Increase public and private sectors participation in forest management and 
reforestation

4. Improve efficiency in timber production and utilization
5. Conserve and protect natural environment
6. Raise public awareness and instil positive attitude
7. Support efficient forest resources conservation and utilization  
8. Promote wood energy through energy plantations 
9. No other land use permitted on steep slope of 35% or more 
10. Established guidelines to tackle shifting agriculture, forest fires, forest clearing by the 

hill tribe minorities, etc. 

The Thai Royal Forest Department and several universities and other bodies such as Kasetsart University
(KU), Forest Research Centre of KU, Chiang Mai University, Khon Kaen University, the Social Research
Institute of Chulalongkorn University, Mahidol University. the Forest Industry Organization, Thai Cement
Company Limited, Phoenix Pulp and Paper Company Limited, and the Kitti Plantation Company Limited,
are actively pursuing these policies to achieve the desired targets:

Dr. Suwan Tangmitcharoen, 
Forest Research and Development Bureau, 
Royal Forest Department, Thailand 
Email: suwantang@hotmail.com, suwan@forest.go.th
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Royal Forest Department- RFD P P - - -

National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department- DNP - P P P -

Department of Marine and Coastal Resources- DMCR P P - - P

Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University P - P - P

Forest Restoration Research Unit, Chiangmai University - P P - P

Thai Plywood co., Ltd. P P - P P

Regional Community Forest Training Center for Asia and the Pacific- RECOFTC - P - - P

Non Government Organization- Community leaders in Northeast & South - - - - P

Biodiversity Office, Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment - - - P -

Tree Improvement

Indigenous Tree Species:
Tectona grandis
Dalbergia cochinchinensis
Aquilaria crassna
Chukrasia spp.
Pterocarpus marcocarpus
Azadirachta indica
Casuarina equisetifolia
Gluta usitata
Phyllanthus emblica

Exotic Tree Species
Eucalyptus spp.
Acacia spp.
Casuarina junhuhniana
Pinus caribaea

Summary of major stakeholders involving in FGR in Thailand

Source: RFD (2008)


