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CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION OF
FOREST GENETIC RESOURCES IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

(An ITTO Funded Project)
THAILAND

Forest Biodiversity ‘

Current status & challenges

Tree Improvement

Number of species > 2,000 species
Flora: 15,000 of Flora & Fauna

c

(5.56% found in the world) endemic °n|y to ) ) .
Current (2006) forest area is estimated at 158 652.59 sqg. km or 30.92% of the S THAILAND QR eEnous Tree Species:

Tectona grandis
Dalbergia cochinchinensis
Aquilaria crassna

Fungi: > 3,000
Medicinal Plant: >1,000
Fauna: 1,408,500

country’s land area.

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

7% of the world flora & fauna

8 (I\Zl.ls-lo%fon;nd i;;hze world) Chukrasia spp
. . . A . ammeats: Pterocarpus marcocarpus # Exotic Tree Species
In situ conservation — national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, forest parks, non- & el 1 Azadirachta indica Eucalyptus spp.
H H ® Amphibians: 123 Casuarina equisetifolia Acacia spp.
huntin g area, al d bioshere reserve. @ FreshWater Fishes 606 Gluta usitata Casuarina junhuhniana
NS hhea L OiE Phyllanthus emblica Pinus caribaea

Source: Biodiversity-based Economy Development Office, 2008

Ex situ conservation — plantation stands, genebanks, clone banks, gene
conservation plots, botanical gardens and arboreta, tree improvement plots,
clone banks, progeny tests, provenance trials, clonal tests and seed orchards
with more than 30 species. The main species are Tectona grandis, Pinus spp.,
Eucalyptus and Acacia.

In situ in the form of national park

Challenges
S&gﬁ  ForestcoverinThailand | Update FGR status including finding out better
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Year 2006

Extensively support better germplasm to tree farmers
Establish network/partnership between stakeholders
Share knowledge and germplasm within regional
networks

Target to increase forest cover to 40%

PRIORITY FGR CONSERVATION ACTIONS FOR INDIGENIUS TREE SPECIES
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‘ Key: 3 = Top priority - to be undertaken within the next three years Studying the Status Of in Situ and eX Situ
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Summary of major stakeholders involving in FGR in Thailand
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Policy and institutional support

. . . Royal Forest Department- RFD
Thailand National Forestry Policy

National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department- DNP = v v v =

1. Establish long term guidelines for environmental protection, and harmonized utilization ~ Pepartmentof Marine and Coastal Resources- DMCR Y Y ; ; Y
of forest resources and other natural resources sy @i Tty Smiz Uikl 7 - 7 - 7

2. Promote role and responsibility sharing among various government agencies and the Forest Restoration Research Unit, Chiangmai University - v v - v
private sector Thai Plywood co., Ltd. v v - v v

3. Increase public and private sectors participation in forest management and Regional Community Forest Training Center for Asia and the Pacific- RECOFTC - v - ; v
reforestation Non Government Organization- Community leaders in Northeast & South = = = = v
Improve efﬁdency in timber production and utilization Biodiversity Office, Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment - - - v -

Conserve and protect natural environment

Raise public awareness and instil positive attitude

Support efficient forest resources conservation and utilization

Promote wood energy through energy plantations

No other land use permitted on steep slope of 35% or more

10. Established guidelines to tackle shifting agriculture, forest fires, forest clearing by the
hill tribe minorities, etc.

Source: RFD (2008)

Nationgl Collaborative Network
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10 — Forest Industry Organization
Chiengmai University

RFD- Royal Forest Department Kasetsart UI’IIVCl'SltY

Management
S DNP- National Park, Wildlife &

Plant Conservation Department RECOFTC
DMCR- Dep.of Marine & Coastal Resources 1 hai Plywood co.,Ltd.

NGO

Biodiversity Office, MONRE
Ministry of Natural Resource and Envi

Administration
Utlization

The Thai Royal Forest Department and several universities and other bodies such as Kasetsart University
(KU), Forest Research Centre of KU, Chiang Mai University, Khon Kaen University, the Social Research
Institute of Chulalongkorn University, Mahidol University. the Forest Industry Organization, Thai Cement
Company Limited, Phoenix Pulp and Paper Company Limited, and the Kitti Plantation Company Limited,
are actively pursuing these policies to achieve the desired targets:

wronment

National Focal Point

Dr. Suwan Tangmitcharoen,

Forest Research and Development Bureau,

Royal Forest Department, Thailand

Email: suwantang@hotmail.com, suwan@forest.go.th




